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process, to set things aside, let the peo-
ple speak, and let that be instructive 
to the Supreme Court nomination. 

Incidentally, I know the Vice Presi-
dent, at the time he made this quote, 
was the chairman of the Judiciary 
Committee, the position Senator 
GRASSLEY currently holds. He was basi-
cally saying what Senator GRASSLEY 
has said and that I fully support. So I 
think Vice President BIDEN was right 
the first time. He seems to be stepping 
back on his words, but I don’t think his 
words can be parsed. They were pretty 
well-articulated right here on the Sen-
ate floor. 

Then we come to the minority leader. 
We now have the minority leader and 
others coming to the floor talking 
about what our constitutional duty is, 
but the minority leader came to this 
floor—right over there, not very far 
from where I am now—and he said: 

The duties of the Senate are set forth in 
the U.S. Constitution. Nowhere in that docu-
ment does it say the Senate has a duty to 
give presidential appointees a vote. 

I agree with Senator REID. And fi-
nally, we have one from my good friend 
from New York, Senator SCHUMER. 
Senator SCHUMER is a very articulate 
man. He is a practiced attorney, and 
there are many aspects of the man I 
admire. In another instance, in a very 
passionate speech given—it is on 
YouTube so you can all watch it—he 
has taken a very similar position; that 
circumstances get to a point to where 
maybe we need to hold nominations 
until we get the information we need 
that is instructive to the future nomi-
nation or the future vote or consent 
matter. 

I agree with Senator REID’s 2005 
statement, I agree with Senator BIDEN, 
Chairman BIDEN, now-Vice President 
BIDEN’s statement of 1992, and I agree 
with Senator SCHUMER’s of 2007. 

My colleagues, it is time for us to 
move on and recognize the position we 
have taken is a position that is going 
to stand. We can go to the American 
people back in our States, States like 
North Carolina, where we have a pri-
mary next week, and I will be traveling 
all across the State tomorrow and Sat-
urday, back again on Monday. I will ex-
plain to them why I have taken the po-
sition I have, and when we do, all the 
games that are being played now, with 
one poll saying one thing or another 
poll saying another thing, we can cut 
through the noise and talk about what 
we are really trying to do. 

What we are trying to do is to give 
the people an opportunity to voice 
where they want to take the direction 
of the Supreme Court, where they want 
to take the Nation in terms of the 
Presidency, and where they want to 
take the Nation in terms of the Con-
gress. I am willing to bet on the peo-
ple’s voice, and I am looking forward to 
it being instructive to the ultimate de-
cision I make about a Supreme Court 
nominee. 

I love getting letters from folks in 
my State, so the last thing I leave you 

with is a quote from a lady named Lois 
from North Carolina. I think she does a 
good job of summing up my own feel-
ings. She said: 

I really wish the discussions and hoopla 
could have waited a little longer after Judge 
Scalia’s passing, but we are having the back 
and forth of what to do. As your constituent, 
I’m in agreement with the committee posi-
tion of waiting until after we have a new 
President. Word out of the White House to 
the Senate is: Do your job. Well, I, for one, 
think you are doing your job. It’s called 
checks and balances. 

In the coming weeks, I am looking 
forward to continuing this debate. I 
want to especially note that Senator 
GRASSLEY is a wonderful Member of the 
Senate. He has support and admiration 
from both sides of the aisle. I appre-
ciate his leadership on this matter. I 
appreciate Leader MCCONNELL’s leader-
ship on this matter. I look forward to 
getting back to North Carolina and 
hearing what the people would like for 
me to consider as we move forward 
with the nomination process. 

I thank the Presiding Officer. 
Mr. President, I suggest the absence 

of a quorum. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. CAS-

SIDY). The clerk will call the roll. 
The legislative clerk proceeded to 

call the roll. 
Mr. FLAKE. Mr. President, I ask 

unanimous consent that the order for 
the quorum call be rescinded. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

AIR SERVICES AGREEMENT WITH 
CUBA 

Mr. FLAKE. Mr. President, last 
month we reached a milestone in the 
continuing reform of our policy toward 
Cuba. The United States and Cuba 
completed a bilateral air service agree-
ment that is key to ensuring the con-
tinued travel of Americans to the is-
land. The newly minted air services 
agreement will, for the first time in 50 
years, provide scheduled air service be-
tween the United States and Cuba, in-
cluding 20 daily flights to Havana and 
10 daily flights to other Cuban airports. 

As someone who believes that all 
Americans should have a chance to see 
a living museum of a failed socialistic 
experiment, I look forward to the day 
when all Americans can use Web sites 
they are familiar with to make res-
ervations, even with their frequent 
flyer miles, to book flights to Havana 
and elsewhere in Cuba. Clearly, there is 
interest on our side of the Florida 
Strait. With easing of regulatory re-
strictions, authorized travel to Cuba by 
Americans has increased by more than 
50 percent in just one year. Freedom to 
travel between the two countries will 
continue to open cultural and eco-
nomic ties, benefiting the Cuban people 
and Americans alike. 

While I ardently support everyone’s 
right to travel to Cuba, key to the suc-
cess will be ensuring that the initial 
flights being awarded by the Depart-

ment of Transportation provide for the 
continued and expanded ability of the 
Cuban American community to travel 
to the island via regular air service. 
This should include adequate regular 
service to accommodate the growing 
demand from the largest and closest 
Cuban American population located in 
Miami-Dade County. 

In addition, having traveled to Cuba 
multiple times over the years, I hope 
that the Department closely evaluates 
the complexity of operating there and 
ensures that those selected to operate 
these routes are up to the task—those 
with experience. 

A failure-to-launch scenario would 
represent a critically missed oppor-
tunity represented by the potential of 
successfully scheduled air services be-
tween the United States and Cuba. We 
can’t afford to let this opportunity go 
to waste. 

I have long supported efforts to re-
store the rights of American citizens to 
travel to Cuba and have introduced leg-
islation to lift the statutory ban on 
travel, along with my colleague from 
Vermont, Senator LEAHY. I am pleased 
to say that our legislation continues to 
gain bipartisan support. 

As the situation changes on the 
ground with developments like regular 
air service, direct air service, and 
scheduled air service, I hope that thou-
sands upon thousands of Americans 
will visit Cuba and Congress will do the 
right thing when it comes to changing 
our outdated law. 

I yield back, Mr. President. 
I suggest the absence of a quorum. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 

clerk will call the roll. 
The legislative clerk proceeded to 

call the roll. 
Mr. SESSIONS. Mr. President, I ask 

unanimous consent that the order for 
the quorum call be rescinded. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

REMEMBERING JUSTICE ANTONIN 
SCALIA 

Mr. SESSIONS. Mr. President, the 
Nation has lost one of the greatest Jus-
tices ever to sit on the Supreme Court, 
Antonin Scalia. My condolences and 
prayers go out to his wife of 55 years, 
Maureen, his 9 children, and 36 grand-
children. 

My thought is that Justice Scalia’s 
greatness was founded on the power of 
his ideas. His defense of those founding 
principles of America at the highest in-
tellectual level is unprecedented, to 
my knowledge, in the United States. 
Over his career, he moved the legal 
world. As a young lawyer out of law 
school, I remember what the trends 
were and how Justice Scalia relent-
lessly, intellectually, aggressively, and 
soundly drove the message that many 
of the ideas that are out there today 
are inconsistent with the rule of law 
and the American tradition. 

The trend was relentlessly toward ac-
tivism. Judges were praised if they ad-
vanced the law—not when they fol-
lowed the law, or served under the law, 
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